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Foi mo€t ol hei careei, Riley has made
prepaiatory pencil and gouache srudie€
lor her paintints' and then let
assislanb paint ih€ linished work.
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P&cNllddsteir. Thes tr$ c*nt reorc$nr hdllNi$loexlibi srcef hrrlu0isc, pin[' p$!l€ 'nd pdt lill !'dtrlningin tulor

Thc Dir shN indtrd€s 13 prinli(6 arh

feernp] hm{ihc sorr ! ih€f€nsnadillrsdrhek€} eG'
IE shs{ is .rlhd Bridsd Rilc} Rc6rm{ismq' r titlt itui re|(!
buslrsrl€hoihn €$ gddse\Tl.n{ion0ftheriflrllosibiliths
0f .oLoL. liLhr aid gon€ill, md iJ N h

'll)inb n.n' nugh! th€ $he
red, ,nd $ft fucin..i'u e{lr gouehc
{hirh ftrc nkd b mkc the l!i0s I'ain.in$ rt Dia

Flii\ plMro , e E nnd ufti m i oF i' hs r{F! I hmnihsi
lrL.iodl{ ltsbns$,11 ! r ih€€tr[ lsso! whenRlq$s
nukins hGe oilDrinrings 0n.aN'a uiirs sl.nd lin6 dd *sts

I ihe ei! ln60s, Psintud in

Tni.an! nib.e n*s her paintingt in rdiei, in $hi.h shc ruetulN
elJtiNnE $ith the cr$ ihrt diBht rdj
Ilm|€q n4 hdw roon the rei and ln
denorotaE. €eh oI hF eri$ ll i$dl r
mri.N initiall{ 0r rlms rrd n$!n.nb ind l&r or olon thd
nikr|16l[6ued.hmqghouthtl.d*L'
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The paintings on vi€w at Dia are
great reminders that Riley's
work is based not on rheory but on
concrctevisual experience.
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In th| shoft n6i reent {dl] lhe lall D.inring i}nrelon i,
cn&r (2000), blmk otrtlined cinls rp
sch orh€rj slBgsting a rMhml0 pdtem B thq ms Lgerhe md
ddft oM. TIF cinl6 l@l s rhoush rh$ reF nade rith ..om!N
direc.ly on.h€ g3llery's {hii. mll, a

pemseft m&€r uinS r
icn!|tu ln crclie r h*d edge, ih€r El)linbd rreehlnd in bllclr

q|ic'YdsnehN'thisfrrrjvndfi

Rarier rho d@ling od di!4in& the vi n,cmp6ili@ in Cinbs
rledHd tihrdns .hod

ii, I EiliE th4 0'e sne is hue lor n6t or nibts p,inrinss rhrt

h ri. fnrl s.lhrr, stur/d, (t066), o.tnled in emulsion oi c.m,
DEsnb a sid 0r ri\y blmk eeelile 3hrp6 0n 3 'hih goud. llte
sh4i€ n re8ulxiy sDeed, smrPe3-
qns. A! ! Ellt rhey eon r0 ni.rq lhu .ieaiing ihe sns rhot



Allhoush the newsr Painllngs ar€
3omowhrt lelt aiE.ting lhan tho3e
lhat came betote, lh.y dononsltale
ft. corci6toncy of Bil€Y'8 FuEuit.

dra is b!4 o$hPd mund tlr€ c,m, nolins rtu Fdd agpsr lo
flkrerwiii llahl Irrm/, Llob?l vhah hmgsoPp0sll,Sb&tr,
Rilq u6 . grid 0r lr€er drl!, thh 1iru pahted in r Drle, selv
gdj en'id0n ashx ! qm da* sny sdid Thoush tl'. eirrd
ML h arml. rtu rhil r@und it ftdurlLr ot,(? bed rtu hor

s4onA trNqh rh€ rd.Tilh,lly, r'l€y adds N tunhqi lsver of
mmde v ths dahr lonrliria noddlrie l|on 0de b dadq s ihrt .
milt *ms t! ob&.m t&ls 0l lhe cmB, rllosiM . v oI ljght to
€nelge ados the upper $o ihids 0l ltu prlniinS stung.\, tho
n6t srcns a@ denodst€ ihe st.hlt degree of hntl .onirol
rhse . Nle sal i' b&ked by a drk Cmmd lte n6t ,giM m
ihos {h€E both 6d md somd arc @rly

txoi tuleY s {ork tr ba&d
fl or fh;nfl huL on ondtr rBu.l m €mHn'100h0&'Lshs
hs iqnen y poinled out. l n h{ book ol @tleded Mlih$, D,
,/r5 niid Ohm6 & llnds4 1000), Riley sE: llat she sa nmd

to Fint Sldrt J lnor mcdut.nu e eiemr dl shrh sninmedn3
d r F|ench nmklntoD, Elswhm in th. book she s!61's 0r hd
chirdho0d @rontion ol ths con rh coal, r dD.d.n@ lhat ere
s ,lom€d tlE b.sb 0r ry liflri Ur..' Il one smbinB d.h {.ie'
nenh {iih a pmlonged epniBiion ol ne} volk, one b3slfu lo
ud€61and s{! Rjlq hs d.0nw @e b h€ poelred, h Bnhin ri
lsl B r @rlldLdt [nd$h prln|er! one
nllsts sDons 10 .olo! dd li3h1, In th. l.te il0dent olonhg
dkobJ, hd m* w hdu&d 'ith th'r oI Rlchld Long dd cla e
nonet in lh. llmde3Ds,'l'titt0r/Envi
undeEhdu{ 0f Rihls rchLion h mlft {6 depded rhin une
d$,frfrclklv MininAaar/ ld r
\w hush the cowricui 0mrodd
@hl'ns s lffidy tumD& qhsling shlnnedng efdt bmusxt hek
r0 tu bl r !-sl4ed fldk ol bid! in nqhi.

ln rchtrspdt, tl\ e.iy 1o es llt. efficlDn bet*.n R0ev'3 initid
mulxrity dd hs itrieft€, *lY lmc q
;hr, &&ibb'I *@ 0l $31't." ltt tir pHlrrv ift h{B ilut
nrde hq aitaL mrr sm h nv h tne
he.mory 0rrlms€ the!, 

"h 
ch lrlu€d nsinesrndml0i Ltklv,

ooF $d non HDh onblde Bnhin hxq 6m l! ncd tu qur'
rppirpn .U, s r and ibltEr putuq rnkhs li the line4s or
Mond,rm. Ysi hd Frc$th e u rnbt [s b€d mekd bv t d*
siehkn $udJ or mtuv dl,ferent 6T6 or prhlln& Her miting ind
l(tuFe &e nni*able lbr ttun dsenr rdls of hon nmnmt,

mlo md 4tue tunciio in the w& ot. surprisng
ranqe 0lelintss,lron Titisn rnd P0usln i0

'od.yj RilE onthue b wk s shr hs donc
I rll slonr (reIrlLy nsmhs 0ur r painLinsr

strtum dnd @10! by mkilg peD.aloq pencd
rd qoudhe snrdieFsd, morc rcmndy, by dtihs
od ieMrftins Di..a 0l D.inl€d Drpd, nlth shich
lhe nrkB frnl{cale .dooft. IIe! sBl{nE pdnt
t\s nfthed m4 a tney h.E done tun r€4 allv
0n. (Lmldhs to \m3 cdkq R0ey n[de hd fBt
r'o blMksdqNte p,inriisr h.Nell bli ltu hd
t[em rcpdnt d by a.tlt4nEi &tu not erhibils 0n{v
th. m!.inled E6ionr) tht! ndh0d f*s hd i0
l@ on tk onocitiond,steb ol ihe pointinei il
rre ldru the clfiiry ol her vilion hr elinlnitbg
,otenlialy dishetins tsue 0lbuch dd 3etrirc'

Tt. rcslE ol this ,pD@h on her m* .odd be
&en rt Pic.tllldeNkin, vhlch shosed sev*rl
parniinSs nBd. dritrg ih€ lsr &c.de, a reu s
tone l1nE @jniins! Ier the €dy rNiL fllougn
tlE ru*f !0inrin$ d sne$htt ls msting-
les o icd thd th@e thrr lmd beltF, they're
still re.lmtin8 d4orhatlo$ 0t the unddlyhg

In ihe stuly 1000s, niby&!lr.ed the verti.d
shlDes she d b$n uslns {irh $.k3 dr .olo4d
lmns6. the oghd l0anse otrst ften M *tll
.d st3cllM by hhdn hs shsgded di,gomk rhrl
sen h pft$ ataiBi ihe mfm* d n d3inru
iilly la4e ud hnizonhllJ oimtd.mM oE
tby T roohpl$ shcked lo'eng. laintilg, rsl*
ttt! ( 100lJ, ofieB r ntr,y.@lorcd 1r€ld or dark
blr.! sd rru€tr.0lked wiih puryl!, brum, s0ld,
bnftt[Mod$ d at Dolrb,lhe.0106 6crltt.
io rjq bdgntns $d pops 8nd Fed6 Hrllins
Stu!rt Dryk or the elrly votu .I Id neinh&di
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(cudoalr, h. y or niblr rdloh n0.3e
oi@i ih4ls ds nNId to lme bds

Tie n0s1 RUI Da]niins, qhjct rro Lller still (one or th.h,
Pand. t m6ds Nr ? bi u r.d), * underpimsd bt dl4on l
bdds anssd of la4e .ol0ed ugi6i6 thrl bellJ oni inh nbts
hoE m .nd .trrE Tt* tuthmiellv inbnRlrne 3hlp€, *hich
de $nd mtB0unbl udolstlotu dM thc l]llm, t6nd l0 be polnl-
edinid'ftFolo*inrtB(u0q,n cy@nn'tud,!d.dlw,
ehn@r blue dd t..l Se4 BmrE ti. bdcrl conhu oI th.
dr46 m rl8Eei hus hft.6 d he l@, md dho bee@ Rilev
ftlk d out the m!6t1toN uinS cut prp&, th* @i Findns
h.E b@n asqsnt! mp@d io tho latn m* 0l [lrli*. Lt thls
obtm btmo'lhiln *dx.B thm, br DmioBIy the nolt Alpptr'g
esp€d or nneyr .olo. mrk hs b..n hc! abilrry t0 rugsd rr5u.l
lmmiom0|th!mfualmld'id'dn3[dfuubfit{fuphfi.

u0sids ri Pd Pdnts, r $l€cri0n 0r m*nodtu 3rvs hmhd
.lu$ lo Rlleyk mticulourly exp{inenlal rpDrcr.h. }o, rnd
Jt?@rd (b0th l03l) eeh Ee r07 uilql $rip6 oI pft.ielv lhe
sselosmnbimdhdlt Entr&s,onegdpbtpmd@acol
oftl, udiot reld md the olhei ! mE dven |lnoGson

But ihs ndl enlhmlid m s ln the 3h@ f,@ th3 u !.n.0 sd
emhe stuils 0n DrDs. rlrich imlnd.d trtlutorv &reii$ in
;0n! or the 10603 Dnntus d Dlf, A ft4 I0r .dr , shm Ril€v
tdiig |.ddth ad tn4uoilethted gDst, shiftjnC befien .oot &d

{sn 6.€Bl iina 'ihjn a dnsl. w, Itu rmo dMler imriSrk
p@ibilftidr lor lhe itllinS omL oirr., /, one u$ c00l sh.Des
rsrlst s 'm gord md the oths, 16 MN onen, she m 3
dr hs tom h Don.[ 0n fi,ph paod I
dxds ol s.J s,@he m .rBtuDy Mnbend md lib.led U$rjlr,

ihe Qniin Drg€ rille oe
eo;.he rcdly dsnrdte asnrllsr tret oopped w rtm it
R€ssrdlru $4 !hdi6, 0n! g* lne l]Ilnsion thrl Rllev t bpping
inh mn. dd.rlrii* Dlsi.d hB, t tl\v ponim 0r rlri.h sht cim!
s L &ndq.otunL @h tme &\e n l{4. Ddnrnu

'l Mued.' nilq mlt$ rn uL t!e's ittrr, "thrt it {B not th6
stur! s, th6 rrdMdud ru}l onrlts}6 ir lhe@h6 *rj.h .onsii'
tlted th6 *nce ol rision bul th.t they 'eE ig5nb oI a greaie.
nrlliv." Ulwhm in th. @llectim, sht ds st$, fie peEon $t0
$ces& s o atsr i3 nol snmne e41h u inDoit3nl $lrjdt, ! s'e
nlficd or vblon|r] me!€5e, bd . . . e
i.btt olwrnu, {no knm thei n6ttd,'t iejut uch m ihltuds,
Pldtonlc ed Dtrticdl dt 0n@, ti.t nrks hd! s0lk Ech b€rrnd llt
lrlfollrlnihs,lo slpph fith thr lrulrol ftu tr

tu u kt4 N4 rdL wn
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